
What's the difference?

Bonus Point = 
Everyone has a chance 
but those with more 

points have more of a 
chance

Preference Point = 
Only those with most 

points get drawn 
(Except Wyoming who 
has a wonky system)



What States Use What?

• State with Bonus Points
• Montana
• Arizona

• States with preference points:
• Montana
• Wyoming
• Colorado



Point Rules by 
State 

• Montana
• Bonus Points are Squared
• If you have 10 bonus points, you get 101 

“raffle tickets” for the drawing – 100 for your 
squared bonus points and 1 for your current 
application: (10 x 10) + 1.

• Preference points are for non-residents only
• Wyoming

• In the draw, 75 percent of available licenses in 
each hunt area and license type will be 
allocated to the preference point drawing. In 
Wyoming, preference points rank applicant 
pools. The remaining 25 percent of available 
licenses will be allocated in a random drawing, 
regardless of preference points.

• Colorado
• Preference points increase your chances of 

drawing a limited license. CPW awards 
preference points by species. When you don’t 
draw your first hunt choice, you automatically 
earn a preference point, except with desert 
bighorn sheep. Points cannot be used in the 
same year they are earned.



Point Rules by State Continued:
• Arizona (Hard to Understand)

• The bonus point system grants an applicant one random number entry for each bonus point that has been 
accumulated into the drawing for that species.

• An accumulated credit (or point) that authorizes the Department to issue a Big Game Drawing applicant 
additional computer-generated random numbers during a draw. The bonus point system grants an applicant 
one random number entry for each bonus point that has been accumulated into the drawing for that species. 
Each bonus point random number entry is in addition to the application random number entry itself. This 
system provides applicants with an added chance of receiving a low random number in the draw, hence 
improving their draw odds, while still providing a chance (no matter how small) for any applicant to get 
drawn.



Lottery Draw 
States



What points to 
buy?

• Montana
• Non-res hunting license preference point
• Species-specific points
• https://fwp.mt.gov/buyandapply/hunting-

licenses/bonus-points 

• Arizona
• Species Bonus Points
• https://www.azgfd.com/hunting/hunt-draw-

and-licenses/big-game-draw/bonus-point-
process/ 

• Wyoming
• Species-specific preference points
• https://wgfd.wyo.gov/hunting/preference-

points 

• Colorado
• Species Specific Preference points
• https://cpw.state.co.us/learn/Pages/BigGame

LicenseOptions.aspx 
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When to Buy 
Points?

• Montana
• Non – res hunting dates –  March 1st – April 1st
• Species Point Dates – 

• Deer and Elk = April 1st

• Moose, Bison, Sheep, Goat = May 1st
• Antelope = June 1st

• Arizona
• Point date 

• Elk and antelope  = Jan 10th – Feb 6th

• Deer, Sheep, Bison = Feb 15th – June 4th

• Turkey and Javelina -= Sept 15th – Oct 15th
• Wyoming

• Species Hunting tag application – 
• Antelope, Deer, Elk = May 31st

• Moose, Goat, Bison, and Sheep = April 30th
• Point Date – July 1st – Oct 31st

• Colorado
• License Date – March 1st – April 2nd
• Species Point Date = March 1 – April 2nd at 8pm Mountain 

Time
• Secondary Draw June 20-28th 
• OTC licenses are available on August 6th at 9 a.m. Mountain 

Time



What is OTC and what states offer this 
option?

•OVER THE COUNTER Licenses
• Colorado
• Alaska – First Come First Serve
• Idaho – First Come First Serve
• *Wyoming, *Montana,  
• * = Extenuating circumstances ie. Lots of areas 

with easy-to-draw tags but they still require a draw



What is a Super 
Tag?
• The Super Tag, a special hunting 

license awarded by lottery, allows 
winners to hunt in any hunting 
district within the state, including 
the famous limited-entry trophy 
areas.



Questions?


