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Part III (Water Trapping)

•What we will review
• Species Targeted
• Trap types
• Set types
• Set examples
• Fur Handling
• Fur Uses
•Meat Uses



Legal Disclaimer

Always follow your local 
wildlife agency's 

regulations or ask the 
local warden or wildlife 

officer if you are not sure

This is a general 
overview and does not 
certify you as a trapper 

in any state



Types of traps



Conibear



Conibear Pictures



Dog in a 
Conibear 

Trap!

• How to avoid this
• BMP
• Courtesy for your fellow 

sportsmen

• How to get a dog out
• Turn Trap
• Use knee to compress spring
• Use a leash

• https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=w1jBgwOdW4c. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1jBgwOdW4c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1jBgwOdW4c


Foothold types
• Long Spring

• Coil Spring

• Enclosed Trigger (Dog Proof)

• Terminology
• Swivel
• Spring
• Chain
• Jaw (working and safe jaw)
• Pan
• Dog



Footholds



Foothold Pictures



Cage Traps
• Cage traps also may be known as box traps. They are made of wire mesh, come in different lengths, and have 

doors that vary in size.
• Several different kinds are popular for trapping muskrats.
• Trap size varies with a muskrat-sized opening on each end.
• The trap is placed underwater in a runway. The muskrat swims through the one-way swinging trap door. 

Mink sometimes swim into these traps as well.
• Several muskrats can be captured at one time.
• Trapped animals cannot escape through the one-way door. The animal soon suffocates.
• Box traps also may be used on land as live-restraining devices.
• Raccoons, skunks, opossums, and weasels can be caught in box traps. Foxes and coyotes may avoid box 

traps.
• Their large size can make these traps difficult to use. However, cage traps may be a good choice if you need 

to trap near buildings or in areas where pets may wander.



Cage Trap on land 
for live catch



Cage trap 
underwater 

for 
submersion 

trap



Colony trap



Types of Sets
• Pocket Set
• Box Trap Set
• Blind Set
• Submersion Set
• Colony trap



Pocket Set

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FleDArN
-NE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FleDArN-NE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0FleDArN-NE


Box Trap Set



Run Set or Passive Set 
or Bottom edge set



Submersion Set

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
app=desktop&v=Fad4ij6k7c4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=Fad4ij6k7c4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=Fad4ij6k7c4


Underwater Snares



Snare Pictures



Muskrat



Muskrat Trapping



Muskrat Sets 
– Float set



Muskrat Set 
– Colony 

Trap



Muskrat Set – Submerged Conibear 



Muskrat Set – Pedestal Set



Mink



Mink Trapping



Mink Sets – Bottom Edge



Mink Set – Conibear in Box



Mink Set – In a run


