
Getting Started 
Trapping!
AFI Lunch and Learn 
event
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Trappers Education Committee and 

the Wisconsin Conservation 
Congress Committee on Education



Legal Disclaimer

Always follow your local wildlife agency's 
regulations or ask the local warden or wildlife 

officer if you are not sure

This is a general overview and does not certify 
you as a trapper in any state
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Sources for Further 
reading

https://www.amazon.com/Company-Rise-
Fall-Hudsons-Empire/dp/0385694075

https://www.amazon.com/Fur-Fortune-
Empire-History-America/dp/0393340023

https://www.amazon.com/Mountain-Man-
Colter-Expedition-
American/dp/1682684423
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The North American Model 
of Wildlife Conservation

In the United States and Canada, the Model operates 
on seven interdependent principles:
1. Wildlife resources are conserved and held in trust for all 

citizens.
2. Commerce in dead wildlife is eliminated.
3. Wildlife is allocated according to democratic rule of 

law.
4. Wildlife may only be killed for a legitimate, non-

frivolous purpose.
5. Wildlife is an international resource.
6. Every person has an equal opportunity under the law 

to participate in hunting and fishing.
7. Scientific management is the proper means for wildlife 

conservation.



How does trapping 
fit in?

• https://www.fishwildlife.org/application/files/1416/4133/5436/Final_NAModel_Conservation-
Brief.pdf#:~:text=Wildlife%20resources%20are%20a%20public%20trust.&text=Since%20regulated%20ma
nagement%20of%20trapping,have%20been%20in%20recorded%20history.

• The key is regulation; unregulated harvests have been brought to an end and current markets are highly 
regulated and serve a conservation purpose. Regulations ensure that harvests are consistent with 
sustainable-use principles, help manage conflicts between furbearers and humans, and foster support for 
habitat conservation. 

• Wildlife can be killed for legitimate purposes under strict guidelines for food and fur, in self-defense, or 
property protection. Laws are in place to restrict casual killing, wasting of harvested animals, and 
mistreating wildlife. Furbearers are trapped and killed for numerous legitimate purposes (Boggess et al., 
1990; White et al., 2015) including maintaining populations within the social carrying capacity, to protect 
property, human health and safety, and to protect many endangered species and habitats like sea turtles, 
Atlantic Puffins and Whooping Cranes (Organ et al., 2016). The point is trapping will always occur even 
without utilizing the fur. Without the fur trade, harvested furbearing animals will be disposed of and 
wasted, rather than producing a durable, beautiful, environmentally friendly product that can be used by 
people. 

https://www.fishwildlife.org/application/files/1416/4133/5436/Final_NAModel_Conservation-Brief.pdf
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Trapping Ethics



Social Media and 
Trapping

https://widnr.widen.net/s/q6zqptlwbw

https://widnr.widen.net/s/q6zqptlwbw


Trapping BMPs. 
https://www.nationaltrappe
rs.com/bmp.html

https://www.nationaltrappers.com/bmp.html
https://www.nationaltrappers.com/bmp.html


Trapping Gear needed 
for the new trapper



Trap Type Basics

• Kill traps
• Colony trap
• Beaver Snare
• Conibear
• Foothold with Submersion System

• Live traps
• Cage
• Foothold
• Cable Restraint



Trap sizes: Conibear



Trap Size Long 
Spring



Trap size Coil Spring



My Trapping 
bag

• Backpack

• Tools
• Setter
• Axe
• Gloves

• Traps
• Seasonality

• Coon/Mink/Muskra
t

• Coyote Fox
• Beaver Otter

• Chest Pack
• Scents/Lures
• Gauntlets
• 550 cord
• Trap Safety
• Wire spool
• Hand warmer



Trap accessories



Identifying Area to 
trap



Beaver habitat 
Identification 



Racoon Habitat 
Identification



Coyote Habitat Identification



Pawprints



Where to start?
• Muskrats
• #110
• Stakes/Stands
• Bag of carrots
• Colony trap
• or
• #1 Coil Spring
• HAGz Stand
• Fencing rebar

• Weasels
• Wood Plank 1x6
• Trim Nails
• 2-inch hole saw
• Rat Trap
• Dead mice



Questions on Part One?


