
Part II (Land Trapping)
• What we will review:

• Species Targeted
• Trap types
• Set types
• Set examples
• Fur Handling
• Fur Uses
• Meat Uses



Legal Disclaimer

Always follow your local 
wildlife agency's 

regulations or ask the 
local warden or wildlife 

officer if you are not sure

This is a general 
overview and does not 
certify you as a trapper 

in any state



Trap Types



Footholds



Footholds 
(Dog Proof)



Conibear
Bodygrip traps are useful and efficient. They generally are used in submersion sets for mink, muskrat, and beaver.
• On land, large bodygrip traps may capture or kill pets or non-target wildlife. For this reason, some states and provinces 

allow large traps to be used only in submersion sets. Smaller traps may be permitted on land, but must be used with great 
care to prevent the death of non-target animals.

• When using large bodygrip traps, it is best not to trap alone. It can be difficult to release a trap if you accidentally close 
one on your hand or arm. Trap with a partner whenever possible.

• Bodygrip traps come in many sizes. Some of the most commonly used are:
• #110 for muskrat, weasel, and mink
• #120 for muskrat, raccoon, mink, skunk, American marten, and opossum
• #220 for nutria, beaver, raccoon, skunk, American marten, fisher, northern river otter, and opossum
• #330 for beaver and northern river otter

• Some states and provinces limit jaw spread on bodygrip traps. Before setting traps, check local regulations to avoid acting 
unlawfully.
• For dry land sets, 4½" is the usual jaw spread limit.
• For submersion sets, jaw spread greater than seven inches is illegal in most areas, except during beaver season.
• During beaver season, some areas require traps with a jaw spread greater than seven inches to be submerged 

completely.
• See Setting and Releasing Traps for instructions on how to measure the jaw spread.



Conibear Pictures



Dog in a 
Conibear 
Trap!

• How to avoid this
• BMP
• Courtesy for your fellow sportsmen

• How to get a dog out
• Turn Trap
• Use knee to compress spring
• Use a leash

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1jBgwOdW4c. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w1jBgwOdW4c


Cable Restraint

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmp6X
2nLXfA
• One time use
• Has relaxing lock
• Has breakaway attachment
• Can carry a lot with little effort
• Can not be anchored with a drag must use 

cross stake or earth anchor
• Use a Chin Lift
• Canine run with nose to ground
• Stick on trail to raise head of target 

animal

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmp6X2nLXfA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmp6X2nLXfA


Cable restraint cont.

• These devices may be used to catch larger furbearers such as the beaver, fox, or coyote. 
The animal is caught by the neck or body.

• A sliding lock is used to form the loop of cable. This lock is either relaxing or non-
relaxing.
• Relaxing locks slide in both directions along the cable. If a trapped animal pulls, 

the loop gets tighter. When the animal relaxes, the loop stops tightening.
• Non-relaxing locks slide only in one direction. If a trapped animal pulls, the loop 

only gets tighter. The loop does not relax if the animal relaxes.
• These devices should include a swivel that allows the loop to turn in the same direction 

as the animal. This prevents the cable from twisting or kinking.
• The device should be placed in an area where a trapped animal will have freedom of 

movement. Make sure the animal cannot tangle the cable on brush, fences, or other 
objects. The animal should not be able to reach anything it can climb over and then be 
suspended with its feet off the ground.

• Cable devices must be used very carefully as they can trap livestock, deer, or other non-
target animals. Devices with loop stops or break-away locks can help avoid this problem.
• Loop stops can be used to prevent the loop from opening or closing more than a 

certain amount. A maximum stop prevents the loop from opening enough to 
accommodate the head or body of a large non-target animal. A minimum stop 
prevents the loop from closing enough to hold the foot of a non-target animal.

• A break-away lock can be used to allow larger animals (such as deer) to break free.



Cage Traps



Cage Trap on 
land for live 
catch



Set Types



Dirt Hole 
Set

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFGAuGF_UYI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFGAuGF_UYI


Dirt hole set 



Dirt Hole Set



Field Cable Restraint 
Set



Dry land 
Cable 
restraint



Dryland 
Cable 
restraint



Coyote



Trapping 
Coyotes



Sets for 
Coyote –

Dirt hole set



Sets for 
Coyote –
Cage trap



Dry land 
Cable 
Restraint 


